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ARTHRITIS AUSTRALIA NATIONAL RESEARCH PROGRAM  

2017 RECIPIENTS 
 
Fellowships  
 
AFA-ARA Heald Fellowship - $50,000 (jointly funded by Australian Rheumatology Association and Vincent Fairfax  
Family Foundation) 
Dr Feng Pan  
Menzies Institute for Medical Research, University of Tasmania 
Project: Kril l  o i l  e f f e c t s  on osteoarthr i t i s  o f  the knee :  A randomised contro l  t r ia l  
 
The Arthritis Queensland Fellowship - $50,000 (funded by Arthritis Queensland) 
Dr Indira Prasadam 
Injury Prevention and Trauma Management Theme, Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation, 
Queensland University of Technology 
Project: Osteoarthr i t i s  

 
The ARA Victorian Fellowship - $50,000 (funded by Australian Rheumatology Association Victoria) 
Dr Shereen Oon 
Departments of Rheumatology and Medicine, The University of Melbourne at St. Vincent’s Hospital 
Melbourne 
Project: Factors  inf luenc ing treatment dec i s ions in SLE: deve lopment o f  a pat ient -physi c ian centred 
treat - to- target  a lgor i thm 
 
Bruce Miller - Australian Rheumatology Association Post-Doctoral Fellowship - $125,000  
(jointly funded by BB & A Miller Foundation and Australian Rheumatology Association) 
Dr Meghna Talekar 
Diamantina Institute, The University of Queensland  
Project: Evaluat ing oral  therapeut i c  s trateg ies  for  Toler izing Dendri t i c  c e l l s  in rheumatoid arthr i t i s  
 
The Ken Muirden Overseas Training Fellowship - $36,000 (jointly funded by an educational research grant by 
Australian Rheumatology Association and Roche Products Pty Limited) 
Dr Joanna Tieu 
Vasculitis and Lupus service, Addenbrooke’s Hospital, University of Cambridge 
Project: Optimis ing therapy in ANCA assoc iated vascul i t i s  
 
The Ken Muirden Overseas Training Fellowship - $39,000 (jointly funded by an educational research grant by 
Australian Rheumatology Association and Roche Products Pty Limited) 
Dr Lauren Host Centre of Rheumatology and Connective Tissue Diseases, Royal Free Hospital and 
University College Medical School, London, England 
Project: The c l ini cal  and bio log i ca l  s igni f i cance o f  a l tered IL-7 express ion in sys temic  sc l eros i s 
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Leanne Stafford Award - $50,000 (funded by Australian Rheumatology Association) 
Dr Matthew Parker 
Department of Rheumatology, Salford Royal NHS, the Centre for Musculoskeletal Research and the  
University of Manchester 
Project: A natural  his tory s tudy o f  pat ients  with s tat in-assoc iated necrot izing autoimmune myosi t i s  and 
model l ing o f  the MHC-II/HMGCR epitope 
 
 

Scholarships  
 
The Allan and Beryl Stephens Grant- $30,000 (funded by The Estate of the late Beryl Stephens) 
Dr Ayano Kelly 
Medical School , The Australian National University 
Project: Understanding and improving adherence to disease modi fy ing ant i-rheumatic  drugs in 
rheumatoid arthr i t i s  and spondyloarthr i t i s  
 
Arthritis Australia and State/Territory Affiliate Translational Grant - $30,000  
(funded by Arthritis South Australia) 
Dr Anthony Sammel 
Rheumatology, Royal North Shore Hospital 
Project: Improving the diagnosis  and prognost i cat ion o f  g iant ce l l  arter i t i s  (GCA) through the use o f  
pos i tron emiss ion tomography (PET), immune and microbio log i cal  biomarkers 
 
 
Project Grants 
 
ARA Project Grant - $30,000 (funded by Australian Rheumatology Association) 
Prof Catherine Hill 
Rheumatology, The Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
Project: A randomized c l ini cal  tr ia l  o f  co l chi c ine in inf lammatory hand osteoarthri t i s  
 
ARA Project Grant - $15,000 (funded by Australian Rheumatology Association) 
Prof Johannes Nossent 
School of Medicine & Pharmacology, The University of Western Australia 
Project: Invest igat ing SLE in Western Austral ia 
 
ARA Project Grant - $30,000 (funded by Australian Rheumatology Association) 
Prof Ian Wicks 
Inflammation Division, The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research 
Project: Explor ing GM-CSF as a regulator and therapeut i c  target  in vascul i t i s  
 
Arthritis Australia and State/Territory Affiliate Grant - $30,000 (funded by Arthritis South Australia) 
Dr Tania Crotti 
Adelaide Medical School, Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, University of Adelaide 
Project: Pain, bone and jo int  modi f i cat ion in a murine model  o f  in f lammatory arthr i t i s  
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Arthritis Australia and State/Territory Affiliate Translational Grant - $30,000 
(funded by Arthritis South Australia) 
Dr Helen Keen 
School of Medicine and Pharmacology, University of Western Australia 
Project: RCT of  ant i - in f lammatory therapy in gout  
 
Arthritis Australia and State & Territory Affiliate Grant - $30,000 
(jointly funded by Arthritis Western Australia and Arthritis Tasmania) 
Assoc Prof Jane Munro  
Cell Biology Theme, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute 
Project: Understanding the JIA exper ience  f rom the pat ient  perspec t ive :  Reconsider ing the juveni le  
id iopathic  arthr i t i s  core  se t  -How pat ients  and careg ivers  de f ine disease ac t iv i ty .  
 
Eventide Homes & Arthritis Australia and State/Territory Affiliate Grant - $25,000  
(jointly funded by Eventide Homes NSW and Arthritis Australia) 
Assoc Prof Pazit Levinger 
Institute of Sport, Exercise & Active Living (ISEAL), Victoria University 
Project: High speed res i s tance training and balance training for  people  with knee osteoarthri t i s :   
A pi lot  randomised contro l l ed tr ia l  

 
H J & G J McKenzie Grant - $25,000 (funded by The Estate of the late Heather Joy McKenzie)  
Prof Jiake Xu 
School of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, The University of Western Australia 
Project: Molecular Mechanisms and therapeut i c  e f f e c t s  o f  Carnosol  on co l lagen- induced arthr i t i s  and 
osteo lys i s  
 
Marion A Simpson Grant - $25,000 (funded by The Estate of the Late Marion Alice Simpson) 
Prof Matthew Brown 
Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation , Queensland University of Technology 
Project: Novel  mediators o f  in f lammation in ankylos ing spondyl i t i s  

 
Zimmer Biomet Australia Grant - $30,000 (funded by Zimmer Biomet Australia) 
Assoc Prof Rod Green 
Department of Pharmacy & Applied Science, La Trobe University 
Project: The e f f i cacy and feas ibi l i ty  o f  a targeted g luteal  exerc ise  program for improving hip funct ion and 
increasing act iv i ty  l eve l s  in people  with hip osteoarthri t i s  
 

Grant-in-aid 

Arthritis Australia and State/Territory Affiliate Grant- $15,000 (funded by Arthritis Tasmania) 
Dr Joanne Kemp 
La Trobe Sport & Exercise Medicine Research Centre, School of Allied Health, La Trobe University  
Project: Reducing the impact  o f  hip pain and disabi l i ty  (physioFIRST study) :  A randomised,   
contro l l ed tr ia l  
 
Arthritis Australia and State/Territory Affiliate Grant- $15,000 (jointly funded by Arthritis Australia and 
Arthritis South Australia) 
Dr Penny Rudd 
Institute for Glycomics, Griffith University 
Project: Invest igat ing the use o f  Apremilast  (Oteze la®) for  the treatment o f  a lphaviral  induced arthr i t i s  
 



4 
 

Ride for Arthritis Grant in aid - $15,000 (funded by Chris Barrie and team) 
Dr Helen Benham 
School of Medicine, The University of Queensland 
Project: Patient- centred Treat - to-Target  in rheumatoid arthr i t i s  
 
Ride for Arthritis Grant in aid - $15,000 (funded by Chris Barrie and team) 
Dr Chloe Parton 
School of Medicine, The University of Queensland 
Project: Motherhood and l iv ing with rheumatoid arthr i t i s  
 
Zimmer Biomet Australia Grant - $10,000 (funded by Zimmer Biomet Australia) 
Mr Aron Downie 
Musculoskeletal Health Sydney, Sydney School of Public Health, Sydney Medical School, The University of 
Sydney 
Project: Recovery f rom low back pain  
 
Zimmer Biomet Australia Grant - $10,000 (funded by Zimmer Biomet Australia) 
Ms Rita Kinsella 
Physiotherapy Department, St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne 
Project: Isometr i c  exerc i ses  for  rehabi l i tat ion o f  rotator cuf f  t endinopathy/subacromial  pain syndrome 
 
 
 

	


